Peahen Identification Pictures
(Pictures and descriptions by Kevin Cox)

[image: image1.jpg]


           [image: image2.jpg]



India Blue- Mostly brown on the back with a light        Black Shoulder- Mostly white hen with black flecks all 

cream color chest. Have greenish blue neck feathers.     over the back. Have brown and green flecks in the back  

Have dark brownish primary flight feathers.                   of the neck.  Orangey-black primary flight feathers. (All 







     Black shoulder pattern hens will be whitish with the 




                                         appropriate different color variations in the neck.ie.                       

                                                                                         Cameo Black shoulder will be brown, Purple Black     

                                                                                         shoulder will be purple etc.)
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Purple-Mostly light faded brown on the back with        Purple Black Shoulder-Mostly creamy white in

brown head and purple color on the back of the             color with light brown flecks scattered on the back.
neck.   They fade if exposed to the sunlight.                  Some brown in the neck with a little purple on the 

                                                                                        back of the neck.  Light orange primary flights.

                                                                                        (All Black shoulder hens will be whitish with the

                                                                                        appropriate color variations in the neck.
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India Blue Silver Pied-Mostly white 90% with                Black shoulder Silver Pied-Whitish color

brownish-gray feathers mix in anywhere on the body.      with black flecks on the back.  Less color in

Could have greenish neck feathers.  (All pieds and           the wings and with white primary flights.  Could 

silver pieds will look this way with the appropriate 
        have silvery tent to the feathers on the back.
color variations in the neck and body.)
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Spalding- A cross between the India Blue and the Java    Spalding- A cross between the India Blue and the Java
Green peafowl.  Some hens will look like an India Blue   Green peafowl. This one has more green blood. Mostly  

hen with the green neck.  They will show the strips           green more scaled neck all the way down with a dark  

on their backs and wings most often like a young male      chest. They will show the strips on their backs and 

India Blue.  Their heads are more pointed in the back        wings most often like a young male India Blue.  Their 

and the crest is generally taller, tighter and less                  heads are more pointed in the back and the crest is

fanned out.  They will have tan and brown mingled           generally taller, tighter and less fanned out.

chest feathers most likely.  Longer legged than India         Longer legged than India Blues.

Blues.
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Black Shoulder Spalding-Much more color on them          Black Shoulder Spalding-Much more color on them
than the barred wing hen.  White and black on splash         than the barred wing hen.  White and black on splash
the back.  Green in the neck and wings.  Primary                the back.  Green in the neck and wings.  Primary 
flights are deeper orange and could have black edging.       flights are deeper orange and could have black edging.

Could have yellow patch under the ear with more               Could have yellow patch under the ear with more

white on the face.  (Picture by Troy Anderson)                               white on the face.    (Picture by Troy Anderson)
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Bronze-Very similar in appearance to the India Blue         Bronze, India Blue Comparison-Bronze hen on left and               

hen .  Darker Bronze-green color on the neck.  Bronze      India Blue on right front.  Notice the light buff creamy                  

hens will be slightly lighter brown with lighter                   colored chest  on the India Blue and the colored               

highlights if exposed to sunlight.  Note very little buff       feathers of the Bronze.  This does not follow true in all                         

brown on the chest                                                                birds.  India Blue hens are darker on the back.                    

.                                                
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Cameo-Light faded brown in color.  Brown feathers       Cameo Black shoulder-Mostly whitish creamy body 
on the back of the neck. Light cream colored primary     with light brown scattered on the back.  
flight feathers.                                                                   Lighter brown flecks scattered on the back feathers. 
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Opal-Mostly gray all over with light cream colored                  Opal Spalding-Mostly gray all over a bit deeper gray 
feathers in the outside chest.  Gray flights.                                 Than a barred wing hen.  Yellow patch under the ear.

                                                                                                     Also has a taller, tighter crest.  (Picture by Troy Anderson)
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Spalding split to Jade-Spalding hen carrying the Jade            Spalding Jade Black shoulder-Mostly creamy white
gene.   Jade hens will be dark brown with jade                        with light brownish-gray coloring on the body.  The

colored green in the neck with a brown chest and                    neck will be brown with Jade specks.  Birds carry a

brown flights. Has longer legs than an India Blue.                   taller, tighter crest usually. (Picture by Troy Anderson)
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Midnight Black shoulder-Very similar to a Black       White-Solid white all over.  Hard to tell the difference 
shoulder hen. Very hard to tell apart.  Back of neck     between male and female in young birds.  Generally, hens 

is a deeper olive green color.                                         will have shorter legs with smaller spurs than the males as

                                                                                       yearlings.
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Cameo Pied White-Eyed-Mostly light brown body        Purple Silver Pied-Mostly white bird with brownish gray 
with dark brown neck.  Could have patches of white      patches of feathers anywhere on the body.  Could have

anywhere on the body. Carries the white flights.            purple color on the back of the neck.

Notice white patch on the chest in front of the wing

In the buff brown feathers.
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India Blue Pied White-Eyed-Mostly Blue colored hen         Charcoal White-Eyed Hen-Very similar to the India 
with white patches anywhere on the body.  Light white        Blue White-Eyed but with lighter more gray color to 
on the back of the neck.  Solid white feathers on the             the feathers. Still with white edging to the back feathers
back is the pied gene working. White edging on the              and a dark charcoal color to the back of the neck.
back feathers the white-eyed gene working.  White               Usually will have lighter grayish-orange flights.
flights are an indicator in any bird that the white                    Will not lay fertile eggs. To get charcoal chicks you 
gene is present.                                                                         must have a split to charcoal hen. (Picture by Troy Anderson)
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Purple Spalding-Very similar to a barred wing                  Bronze Silver Pied-Mostly white feathers 90% with 
Purple hen but with more deeper purple neck                     patches of brown anywhere on the body.  Could have                  

colored feathers and yellow patch around the ear.              bronze colored neck feathers on the back of the neck.

Will generally have a taller, tighter crest and longer           (Picture by Troy Anderson)
legs.   (Picture by Troy Anderson)
